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SERMON II. 
On 2 THESSALONIANS il. 7. 
The myftery of iniquity doth already work. 


I. ITHOUT inquiring how far thefe words re- 

fer to any particular event in the chriftian 
church, I would, at prefent, take occafion from them, 
to confider that important queftion, in what manner 
the myftery of iniquity hath wrought among us, till it hath 
well- nigh covered the whole earth. 

2. It is certain, that God made man upright, perfectly 
holy and perfectly happy. But by rebelling againit 
God, he deftroyed himfelf, loft the favour. Tal the 
image of God, ‘and entailed fin, with its attendant, 
pain, on himfelf and all his pofterity. Yet his merciful 
Creator did not leave him in this helplefs, hopelefs 
ftate. He immediately appointed his Son, his well-be- 
loved Son, who is the brightnefs of his glory, the exprofs 
image of red perfon, to be the Saviour of men, the pro- 
pitiation for the fins of the whole world: the great Phy- 
fician, who, by his Almighty Spirit, fhould heal the 
ficknefs of their fouls, and reftore them not only to 
the favour, but to the image, of God, wherein they were 
created. 

3. This great my/ery of godline/s began to work from 
the very time of the original promife. Accordingly 
the Lamb being (in the purpofe of God) /lain from the 
beginning of the world, from the fame period his fanc- 
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tifying {pirit began to renew the fouls of men. We have 
an undeniable inftance of this in Abel, who obtained a 
teftimony from God, that he was rightewts, Heb. xi. 6. 
And from that very time, all that were partakers of 
the fame faith, were partakers of the fame falvation ; 
were not only reinflated in the favour, but likewife re- 
ftored to the i image, of God. 

4- But how exceedingly fmall was the number of 
thefe, even from the earlieft ages? No fooner did the fans 
of men multiply upon the face of the earth, than God, look- 
ing down from heaven, faw that the wickednefs of man 
qwas great upon earth : fo great, that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was evil, only evil, an 1 that con- 
tinually, Gen. vi. 1—5. And fo it remained, without 
any intermiflion, till God executed that terrible fen- 
‘tence, will deftroy man, whom I have created, from the 
face of the carth, ver. 7. 

5. Only Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, be- 
ing a sufi man, and perfect in his generations. Him, 
therefore, with his wife, his fons and their wives, God 
preferved from the general deftruction. And one might 
have imagined, that this {mall remnant, would like- 
wile have been perfec? in their generations. But how far 
was this f from being the cafe? Prefently after this fig- 

nal deliverance, we find one of them, Ham, involved 
in fin, and under his father’s curfe. And how did the 
myftery of iniquity afterwards work, not only in the 
potterity of Ham, but in the polterity of Yaphet ; yea, 
and of Shem, Abraham and his family only excepted ? 

6. Yea, how did it work even in the pofterity of 
Abraham, in God’s chofen people ? Were not thefe al- 
fo down to Mojfes, to David, to Malachi, to Herod the 
Great, a faithlefs and fiubborn generation? A finful na- 
tion, a people laden with iniquity, continually forfaking 
the Lord, and provoking the Hoe ly One of Ifrael? And 
yet we have no reafon to believ e, that thee were worle 
than the nations that furrounded them, who were uni- 
verlally fwallowed up im ali manner of wickednels, as 
well as in damnable idolatries, not having the God of 
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heaven in ail their thoughts, but working all unclean- 
nefs with greedinefs. 

7. In the fulnefs of time, when iniquity of every 
kind, when ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs had {pread 
thr oughout all nations, and cov ered the earth as a flood: 
it pleafed God to lift up a ftandard againtt it, by bring- 
ing bis firft-begotten into the world. Now then, one would 
expel, the myttery of godlinefs would totally prevail 
over the myftery of iniquity. The Son of God would 
be a light to lighten the Gentiles, as well as falvation to 
hi ane Ifrael. All Ifrael, one would think, yea, and 
all the earth, will foon be filled with the glory of the 
Lord. Nay: the myftery of iniquity prevailed till, well- 

nigh over the face of the earth. How exceedingly {mall 
was the number of thofe, whofe fouls were healed by the 
Son of God himfelf? When Peter ftood up in the midft of 
them, the number of names was about a hundred and twen- 
ty. Acts i. 15. And even thefe were but imperfectly 
healed: the chief of them being a little before fo weak 
in faith, that though they did not, like Peter, forfwear 
their after, yet they all forfook hin and fled. A plain 
proof that the fanctifying Spirit was not then giver, be- 
caule Fe/us was not glorified. 

8. It was then when he had afcended up on high, and 
led captivity captive, that the promife of the Father was 
fulfilled, which they had heard frw: him. It was then he 
began to work like himéelf, thewing that a// power was 
given to him in heaven and earth. When the day of Pente- 
coft was fully come, Suc idenly there came a found from hea- 
ven, as of a rufbing mighty wind, and there appeared tongues 
as of frre, and they y were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, 
chap. ii. 1, &c. In confequence of this, three thou. 
fand fouls received medicine to heal their fcknefs, were 
reftored to the favor al the image of God, under one 
fermon of St. Peter's, chap. ii. ver. 4t. And the Lord 
added ta them daily (not fuch as fhould be faved) a mani- 
felt perverfion of the text, but) fuch as were faved. 
The expreflion is peculiar : ‘and fo indeed is the pofition 
of the words, which run thus, And the Lord added 
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thofe that were faved, daily to the church. Firkt, they were 
faved from the guilt and power of fin: then they were 
added to the aflembly of the faithful. 

g. In order clearly to fee, how they were already 
faved, we need only obferve the fhort account of them, 
which i is recorded in the latter part of the fecond, and 
in the fourth chapter. They continued ftedfaftly in ‘the 
Apytles’ doctrine, and in the fellowfbip, and in the break- 
ing of bread, and in the prayers: that is, ‘They were 
daily taught by the Apoftles, and had all things common, 
and received the Lord’ s Supper, and attended all the 
public fervice, chap. i. And all that believed were to- 
gether, and had alt things comnon. And fold their poffef- 
fions, and px arted them to all men, as every man had need, 
chap. li. 41, 44, 45. And again. The multitude of them 
that believed, now greatly increafed, were of one heart 
. and of one foul. Neither “faid any of them that aught of 
the things which he poffe fed was his own, but they y had 
all things common, chap. iv. 31, 32. And yet again; 
Great grace was upon them all; neither was there any 
among ‘them that lacked. For as many as were p offers of 
lands or houfes, fold them, and brought the price of the 
things that were fold: and laid them at the Apoftles’ feet. 
And di iftribution was made unto every man, according as 
be had need, ver. 345 35: 

10. But here a qvettion will naturally occur—How 
came they to act thus, to have all things in common, fee- 
ing we do not read of any pofitive command to do this? ? 
I aniwer, there needed no outward command: the 
command was written on their hearts. It naturally and 
neceflarily refulted from the degree of love which th rey 
enjoyed. Obferve! They were of one heart, and of one 
foul: and not fo much as one (10 the word ran) faid 
(they could not, while their hearts fo overflow ed with 
love) that any of the things which he poffefid was his 
own. And wherefoever the fame caufe fhall prevail, the 
fame effect will naturally follow. 

11. Here was the dawn of the proper gofpel-day. 
Here was a proper chriftian church. le was now fhe Son 
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of righteoufne/s rofe upon the earth, with healing in his 
wines. He did now far ¢ his people from their fins: he 
healed ai their ficknefs. He not only taught that relici I- 
on, which is the true healing of the foul, ‘but effeétuall 

planted it in the earth ; fillix ww the fouls of all that be- 
lieved in him, with righteoufne/s, eratitude to God, and 
good-will to man, attended with a peace, that furpaffed 
all underftanding, and with soy unipeakable and full of 
glory. 

12. But how foon did the myftery of iniquity work 
again, and obicure the glorious pro‘ pect! It bezan to 

work (not openly indeed, but cov ertly) in two of the 
chriftians, Ananias and Sapphira. They fold thei ir po feffion, 
like the reft, and probably from the fame motive. Put 
afterwards giving place to the devil, and reafoning with 
flefh and blood, they kept back pari of the price. See 
the firit chriftians, that made fhipwreck of faith and a 
good confcience! ‘Yhe firlt that drew back to perdition : 
inftead of continuing to believe to the final falvation of 
the foul. Mark the firlt plague which infected the 
chriftian church! Namely, The love of “money! And 
will it not be the grand plague in all generations, when- 
ever God fhall revive the fame work? O ye believers 
in Chrift, take warning! Whether vou are yet but 
little children, or young men, that are firong in the faith. 
See the fnare! Tour fnare in particular‘ Phat which 
you will be peculiarly expofed to, after you have efcap- 
ed from grofs pollutions. Love not the world, neither the 
things of the world. If any man lave the world, what- 
ever he was in times palt, the love of the Father is not 
now in him. 

13. However, this plague was ftayed in the firft 
chriftian church, by inflantly cutting off the infected 
perfons. And by that fignal judgment of God on the firkt 
offenders, great fear came upon all (Acts v. 11.) fo that, 
for the prefent, at leaft, no one dared. to follow their 
example. Mean time de/ievers, men full ef faith and 
love, who rejoiced to have all things in common, were 
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the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and 
WOMEN, VET. 14. 

14. If we inquire in what manher the myltery of in- 
iquity, the energy of Satan, began to work again in the 
chriftian church, we fhall find it wrought in quite a 
different way, putting on quite another fhape. Parti- 
ality crept in among the chriftian believers. ‘Thofe by 
whom the diftribution to ev ery one was made, had re- 
{pect of perfons, largely fupplying x thofe of their o wn 
nation, while the other widows, who were not He- 
brews, were neglected in the daily miniftration, chap. vi. 
1. Diftribution was not made to them, according as 

every one had need. Here was a manifeft breach of 
brotherly love in the Hebrews, a fin both againtt jultice 
and mercy: feeing the Grecians, as well as the He- 
brews, had fold all “th at they had, and laid the price at the 
Apofiles’ fect. See the fecond plague that broke in up- 
on the chriftian church! Partiality: refpect of perfons, 
too much regard for thofe of our own fide, and too 
little for others, though equally worthy. 

15. The infection ‘did not ftop here, but one evil 
produced many more. From partiality in the Hebrews, 
there arofe in ihe Grecians a murmuring againft them: not 
only difcontent and refentful thoughts, but words fuit- 
able thereto ; unkind expreflions, hard fpeeches, evil- 
fpeaking, and backbiting naturally followed. And by 
the root of bitternefs thus /pringing up, undoubtedly ma- 
ny were defiled. The Apottles, indeéd, foon found out 
a means of removing the occafion of this murmuring ; 
yet fo much of the evil root remained, that God faw it 
needful to uie a feverer remedy. He let loofe the world 
upon them all, if haply, by their fufferings, by the 
fpoiling of their goods, by pain, imprifonment, and 
death itfelf, he might at once punifh and amend them. 
And perfecution, God’s lait remedy for a backfliding 
people, had the happy etlect for which he intended it. 
Both the partiality of the Hebrews ceafed, and the 
murmuring of the ‘Grecians. And then had the churches 
refi: and were edificd, built up in the love of God and 
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one another. And walking in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, were multiplicd, Atts 
ix. 31. 

16. It feems to have been fometime after this, that 

the myitery of iniquity began to work in the form of 
Zeal. Great troubles arofe by means of fome who zeal- 
oufly contended for circumcifion, and the reft of the 
ceremonial law, till the Apoftles and elders put an end 
to the fpreading evil, by that final determination, /t 
feemed good unto the Holy Ghoft, and to us, to lay on you 
no greater burden than thefe neceffary things, that ye ab- 
ftain from meats offered to Idols, ‘and from blood, and “ae 
things ftrangled, and from fornication, chap. xv. 28, 
Yet was not this evil fo thoroughly fuppreffed, but that 
it frequently broke out again, as we learn from various 
parts of St. Paul’s epiftles, particularly that to the Ga- 
latians. 

17. Nearly allied to this was another grievous evil, 
which at the fame time fprang up in the church, want 
of mutual forbearance, and, of confequence, anger, 
{trife, contention, variance. One very remarkable in- 
{tance of this, we ‘find i in this very chapter. wom Paul 
faid to Barnabas, Let us vifit the brethren where we have 


preached the word, ‘Barnabas determined to take abe him 


Fobn, becaufe he was his fers fon. But Paul thought 
it not good to take him who had deferted them before. And 
he had certainly reafon on his fide. But Barnabas re- 
folved to have his own Way. Kas tyivere wapekvrurs, And 
there was a fit of anger. It does not fay, on St. Paul’s 
fide. Barnabas had paflion, to fupply the want of rea- 
fon. Accordingly he departed from the work, a 
went home, while St. Paul went forward through Syria 
and Cilicia, confirming the churches. ver. 41. 

18. The very firft fociety of chriftians at Rome, were 
not altogether free from this evil leaven. There were 
divifions and offences among them alfo: (chap. xvi. 17.) 
although in ‘general they feems to have walked in love. 
But how early did the myftery of iniquity work, and 
how powerfuily in the church at Corinth? Not only 
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Schifms and 4erejies, animofities, fierce and bitter con- 
tentions were among them, but open, actual fins; yea, 
Such fornication as was not named among the dietieas (1 
Cor. v. 1.) Nay, there was need to remind them that 
neither a ‘wlterers, nor thieves, nor drunkards, could enter 
into ihe kingdom of beaven. (chap. vi. Q, 10.) And in 
all St. Paui’s epiftles we meet with abundant preof, 
that tares grew up with the wheat in all the churches ; 
and that the myftery of iniquity did every where, in a 
thoufand forms, counter-work the myftery of godlinefs. 
19. When St. 5 Yanies wrote his epittle, directed more 
immediately to the twelve tribes feattered abroad, to the 
converted jews, the tares fown among this wheat had 
produced a plentiful harveft. ‘That grand peil of chrif- 
tianity, a faith without works, was fpread tar and wide, 
filling the church with a wiidom from beneath, which 
was earthly, fenfual, devil ; and which gave rife, not 
only to rath judging and evil-fpeaking, but to envy, 


’s 


Ferife, confufion, and every evil work. Indeed, whoever 


perutes the fourth and fifth chapters cf this epiftle, with 
ferious attention, will be inclined to believe, that even 
in this early period, the tares had nigh cheaked the 
wheat: and that among moft of thole tg whom St. 
Janes wrote, no more than the form of godlinefs, if fo 
much, was left. 

20. St. Peter wrote about the fame time, to the /iran- 
gers, the chrifhans, /cattered ps ts" through all thofe 
ipactous provinces oi Pontus, ao Cappaducia, Ajia 
( Minor } and DBithynia. Vhefe, probably, were fome 
of the moi emincnt chriftians thes were then in the 
worid. Yet how exceeding far were even thefe, from 
Being wtiont jpats and blemi‘hes? And what grievous 
tares wet abet alo growiny up with the wheat ? Some 
of them were bringing in dennable herefies, even deny- 
ing the Lerd that hough them, (2 Pet. ue ver. 1, &e. ) 
And many followed iheir pernicious ways, of whom the 
Apoitle g gives that terrible charaéter, They wa/k after 
the fic/>, in the luf? of uncleannofi, like bruie beafts ; made 
lo be taken and ad. fr ‘oyed. Spots they are and blemifhes, 
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while they feat with you (in the feafts of charity, then 
celebrated throughout the whole church.) Having eyes 
full of adultery, and that cannot ceafe from fin. Thefe are 


‘wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tem- 


peft, for whom the mift of darknefs is referved for ever. 
And yet thefe very men were called Chriftians. And 
were even then in the bofom of the church! Nor does 
the Apoftle mention them as infefting any one particu- 
lar church only ; but as a general plague, which even 
then was difperfed far and wide among all the Chrifti- 
ans to whom he wrote. 


[To be concluded in our next. } 


————_ « Be te at ~>D>> + 
TO THE 
MEMBERS axon FRIENDS 
OF THE 
Methodift Epifcopal Church, 
IN THE 


UNITED STATES or AMERICA, 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


HROUGH the medium of our magazine, we beg 
leave to lay before you the following in{ftrument 
of writing, which was unanimoufly approved and fanc- 
tioned by our brethren, the minifters and preachers, at 
their general. conference, held at Baltimore in October 
laft; and which has fince received the fanction and 
force of a law, under an act of the legiflature of this 
commonwealth. 

The defign being to raife and fecure a fund for the fup- 
port and fpreading of the gofpel of our divine Redeem- 
er, in extending relief to thofe of our itinerant brethren 
who, having forlaken all, have cheerfully devoted 
themfelves to labour and fuffer in the glorious work. 
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We are of opinion, that little need be faid to awaken 
our fenfibility, or to ftimulate you to aid in a charity 
like this: An opportunity now offers to prove your 
zeal for God and his caufe: We, therefore, invite you 
to open your hearts, and, with a charitable hand, pour 
bleflings into the bofoms of thofe whofe cafes and cir- 
cumftances loudly call for the exercife of your bene- 
volence. Remember, it is the work of faith—the la- 
bour of love. 

Any donations which you may think proper to make 
to this fund, may be forwarded to Yohn Dickins, at 
Philadelphia, who is appointed to receive the fame ; and 
we pledge ourfelves to you, that they fhall be fairly and 
faithfully applied in the manner, and to the objects, in- 
tended. 


We are, dear Brethren, 


Yours, in the bowels of love, 


ohn Dickins, jefe Lufby, 


Thomas Hafkins, ugh Smith, 
‘Facob Baker, Caleb North, 
Henry Manly, Cornelius Comegys- 
Burton Wallace, 


Philadelphia, Fanuary 19th, 1797- 





THE underfigned members of the Methodift Epif- 
copal Church, in the city of Philadelphia, having ailo- 
ciated themfelves for a charitable and religious purpoile, 
and being defirous to acquire and enjoy the powers and 
immunities of a corporation or body politic in law, Beg 
leave to exhibit to Jared Ingerfoll, efquire, attorney-ge- 
neral of the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, as alio to 
the honorable the judges of the fupreme court of the 
faid commonwealth, the following inftrument of wn- 
ting, wherein are {pecified—the objects, conditions, and 
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name for and under which they have affociated, in 
urfuance of a law of the commonwealth aforefaid, 
entitled, ** An Aét to confer on certain Aflociations 
<< of the Citizens of this Commonwealth, the Powers 
‘¢ and Immunities of Corporations or Bodies Politic 
“in Law.” 
Fohn Dickins, Fofiah Lufby, 
Thomas Hafkins, Hugh Smith, 
Facob Baker, Caleb North, 
Henry Manly, Cornelius Comegyse 
Burion Wallace, 


Philadelphia, November 23d, 1796. 





Articles of Affociation, 


OF THE 
TRUSTEES or true FUND 


RELIEF ann SUPPORT 


Of the itinerant, fuperannuated, and worn-out Minifters 
and Preachers of the Methodift Epijcopal Church, 


IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Their Wives and Children, Widows and Orphans. 


ARTICLE I. 


T is provided and declared, that the name, itile, and 

title of this corporation fhall be, ** The Truftees of 
“the Fund for the Relief and Support of the itinerant, 
‘“‘fuperannuated, and worn-out Minifters and Preach- 
“ers of the Methodift Epifcopal Church (in the Unit- 
“ed States of America) their Wives and Children, 
** Widows and Orphans.” And that the faid truftees 
fhall confift of John Dickins, Thomas Hafkins, Jacob 
Baker, Henry Manly, Burton Wallace, Jofiah Luiby, 
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Hugh Smith, Caleb North, and Cornelius Comegys, 
and their fucceflors, qualified and appointed as is here- 
in after mentioned. And they are hereby vefted with 
full powers for carrying into effect the benevolent and 
charitable purpofes, in this inftrument mentioned and 


declared. 
ahs. 3 & EB ee. 


IT is provided and declared, that the faid truftees, 
and their fucceflors, by the name, {tile, and title afore- 
faid, fhall be able and capable i in law, to take, receive, 
have, hold, poffefs, and enjoy, all and all manner of 
lauds, tenements, rents, annuities, franchifes, and 
hereditaments, and any fum or fums of money, and 
any manner and portion of goods and chattels, given, 
granted, or devifed unto them or their fucceflors, by 
any perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate, a- 
grecable to the intention of the donors refpectively, and 
according to the objects, articles, and conditions, in 
this inftrument mentioned and declared. And by the 
natne, ftile, and title aforefaid, fhall be able and capa- 
ble, in law, to fue and be fued, plead and be implead- 
ed, in any court or courts, before any judge or judges, 
jultice or juftices, in all manner of fuits, complaints, 
pleas, caufes, matters, and demands whatfoever, and 
all and every matter and thing therein to do, in as full 
and effectual a manner as any other perfon or perfons, 
bodies politic and corporate, within this commonwealth, 


may or can do. 
; ARTICLE IIL 


IT is provided and declared, that in cafe of the death, 
refignation, or expulfion from memberfhip (according 
to the rules and difcipline from time to time adopted 
by the itinerant minifters and preachers of the faid 
church, in their general conference aflembled) of any 
one or more of the members of the faid corporation, or 
their fucceflors, then and in fuch cafe it fhall be the 
duty of the remaining truftees to nominate double the 
number of thofe whofe feats may have been vacated 




























his or their election and appointment as aforefaid, and 
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as aforefaid, and to make a reprefentation thereof, in 
writing, to the itinerant minifters and preachers of the 
faid church, in their next general conference aflembled ; 
whofe duty it fhall be then and there to proceed to 
choofe, and, by a majority of votes, appoint one or 
more perfons (as the cafe may be) out of the whole 
number of thofe nominated by the truftees, as afore- 
faid, to fill fuch vacancy or vacancies, in order to keep 
the number of nine truftees for ever: and upon eve- 
ry fuch choice and appointment, a certificate fhall iffue 
from the faid general conference, figned by their pre- 
fident and counterfigned by their fecretary, and dire¢t- 
ed to the truftees of the faid corporation, containing 
the name or names of the perfon or perfons fo chofen 
and appointed, which faid certificate fhall be regiftered 
in the books of the faid corporation; and the perfon 
or perfons thus chofen and appointed fhall be vefted 
with all the powers and immunities of a member of the 
faid corporation—provided, neverthelefs, that no perfon 
or perfons fhall be eligible as a truftee or truftees of 
the faid corporation, who has not been a member of 
the faid church (according to the rules and difcipline 
thereof, as aforelaid) at leaft five years next preceding 
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who fhall not be, at leaft, ‘twenty-five years of age. 


ARTICLE IV. 


IT is provided and declared, that the faid corporati- 
on fhall meet at leaft once in every year (for the dif- 
patch of their neceflary bufinefs) at fuch time and 
place as a majority of them may judge moit conveni- 
ent and proper: And when fo met they fhall have pow- 
er to make fuch by-laws, rules, and regulations for 
their government, in the management of their affairs, 
as a majority of them may judge neceflary ; and allo 
at every fuch annual meeting, they fhall proceed to 
choofe, and, by a majority of votes, appoint two of their 
own mamnber, to act, the one as prefident, and the 
other as fecretary to the faid corporation, who may 
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continue them in office from year to year, as a majori- 
ty of the faid corporation may think proper. 









ARTICLE V. 


IT is provided and declared, that if, at any time 
hereafter, a majority of the truftees fhould deem it ex- 
pedient, by deed or otherwife, to grant, bargain, fell, 
convey, or otherwile difpofe of any part ‘or parcel of 
the eftate, real or perfonal, of, and belonging to, the 
faid corporation, or charge or encumber the fame, 
then, and in fuch cafe, it fhall be their duty to make 
a reprefentation thereof in writing to the itinerant mi- 
nifters and preachers of the faid church, in their next 
general conference aflembled, who fhall then and there 
judge of the neceflity or expediency of fuch propofed 
fale ; and if two thirds of the minifters and preachers, 
aflembled as aforefaid, fhall confent and agree thereto, 
a certificate fhall iffue from the faid ceneral conference, 
figned by their prefident and counterfigned by their 
fecretary, declaring fuch approbation and confent, and 
fpecifying the kind and amount of the property to be 
fold or otherwife difpofed of ; which certificate fhall be 
tranfmitted to the faid truftees, who fhall caufe the 
fame to be recorded in the books of the faid corporati- 
on—provided, always, that the monies arifing from fuch 
licen‘ed fale fhall be vetted, Ny: the faid truftees (as 
foon as conveniently may be) in fuch other fecurities 
and property, as, in the judgment of a majority of them, 
will be moft productive and fafe. And provided fur- 
ther, that the annual intereft and income, arifing from 
the money fo velted, fhall be exclufively applied in the 
manner and for the ufes and purpofes in this inftrument 
mentioned and declared. 


































ARTICLE, VI, 


IT is provided and declared, that the annual rents, 
intereft, and income of the eftate real and perfonal, 
which now does, or at any time hereafter may belong 
to the faid corporation and their fucceffors, fhall by 
















” ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION, Xc. 


them be held jubject to the exclufive order and control 
of the itinerant minifters and preachers of the Metho- 
dift Epifcopal Church in the United States of America, 
in their general conference (from time to time) affem- 
bled: And the faid minifters and preachers, thus aflem- 
bled, are hereby vefted with full powers to appropri- 
yate ard point out the mode of applying the fame, to the 


Zpbjers, under the limitations, and for the ufes and pur- 





(poles herein mentioned and exprefsly declared. 


ARTICLE VIL. 


IT is provided and declared, that the object and de- 
fign of the fund hereby intended to be eftablifhed, is 
exprefsly for the purpofes of relieving the diftrefles, and 
fupplying the defficiencies of the itinerant ind fuperan- 


tiuatéd, or worf-odfminifters and preachers of the Me- 


thodift Epifcopal Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica, who remain in connection with, and continue fubject 


to the order and control of, the general conference; as / 
alfo for*the relief of the wives and children, widows 


and orphans, of fw minifters and preachers, and for 
no other ufe, intent, or purpofe whatever. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


IT is provided and declared, that no fum exceeding 
fixty-four dollars fhall in any one year be appropriated 
and applied to the ufe of an itinerant, fuperannuated, 
or worn-out fing/e minilter or preacher; alfo that no 
fum exceeding one hundred and twenty-eight dollars, 
in any one year, fhall be applied to the ufe of an itine- 
rant, fuperannuated, or worn-out married minifter or 
preacher ; and that no fum exceeding fixty-four dol- 
lars, in any one year, fhall be applied to the ufe of 
each widow of fuch minifters and preachers as are here- 
in before mentioned and defcribed; end alfo that no 
fum exceeding fixteen collars {hall ‘be applied, in any 
one year, to the ufe of each child er orphan, of fuch 
miniiters and preachers as are herein before particuler 
ly mentioned and defcribed. 
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ARTICLES OF AssociaTion, &é. 


ARTICLE IX, 


IT is provided and declared, that no fum or fums of 
money, under any pretence whatever, fhall be drawn 
from the fund hereby intended to be eftablifhed, other 
than for the ufes and purpofes, and under the limitati- 
ons and reftrictions, herein before exprefsly mentioned 
and declared—provided, neverthelefs, that the truftees 
of the faid corporation and their fucceflors, fhall have 
power to draw and apply, from time to time, as- much 
money, belonging to the faid fund, as, in the judgment 
of a majority of them, may be wanting to defray all 
the neceflary expenfes of condutting the bufinels of 


the faid corporation. 


ARTICLE X. 
IT-is provided and declared, that it fhall be the duty 


of the truftees, to caufe regular and fair accounts to be 
kept (in books to be provided for that purpofe) of the 
funds of the faid corporation, as well as it repects the 
kind and amount of the capital ftock, and of the an- 
nual intereft and income thereof, as. of all and every 
fum or fums of money, which fhall from time to time 
be drawn therefrom, for the objects, under the limitati- 
ons, and for the ufes and purpofes herein before parti- 
cularly mentioned and declared—And further, it fhall 
be the duty of the faid truftees and their fucceffors, at 
every general conference of the minifters and preach- 
ers as aforefaid, to prepare and lay before them a ftate- 
ment of the affairs of the faid fund, for their infpecti- 
on and examination; which faid ftatement fhall be 
figned by the prefident and counterfigned by the fecre- 
tary of the faid corporation, certifying that the fame is 
fair and correct. 
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1 HAVE perufed and examined the preceding in- 
ftrument, and am of opinion, that the objects, articles, 
and conditions, therein fet forth and contained, are 
lawful. 

Jarep IncreRsoLL, Attorney-General, 


December 10th, 1796. 


WE, the Jultices of the Supreme Court, ‘certify to 
his Excellency the Governor, that we have peruied and 
examined the preceding inftrument, and concur with 
the Attorney-General in opinion, that the objects, ar- 
ticles, and conditions, therein fet forth and contained, 
are legal. 

Tuomas M‘Kean, 
EpWARD SHIPPEN, 
Jasper YEATES, 
THomas SMITH. 


December 22d, 1796. 


—————— 


Pennfylvania, ff, 
In the Name and by the Authority of the 
Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, 


THOMAS MIFFLIN, 
Governor of the faid Commonwealth, 


To Matthew Irwin, Efguire, Mafeer of the Rolls, in and 
for the faid Commonwealth, fends Greeting : 


HEREAS it has been duly certified to me by 
Vy Jared Ingerfoll, Eiquire, attorney of the faid 
commonwealth; and by Thomas M‘Kean, Efquire, 
chief juftice, and Edward Shippen, Ja‘per Yeates, and 
‘Thomas Smith, Efquires, jultices of the fupreme court 
of Pennfylvania, that they have re/pectively perufed 
and examined the foregoing act or in{ftrument for the 
P 
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incorporation of ** The Truftees of the Fund for the 
** Relief and Support of the itinerant, fuperannuated, 
** and worn-out Miniiters and Preachers of the Metho- 
« dift Epifcopal Church, in the United States of Ame- 
“ rica, their Wives and Children, Widows and Or- 
** phans,” and that they concur in opinion, that the 
objects, articles, and conditions, therein fet forth and 
contained, are lawful—-NOW KNOW YOU, that in 
purfuance of the act of the general aflembly, in fuch 
cafe made and provided, I have tranfmitted the faid aé 
or inftrument of incorporation unto you, the faid Mat- 
thew Irwin, matter of the rolls aforefaid; hereby re- 
quiring you to inrolt the fame at the expenfe of the 
applicants, to the intent, that according to the objects, 
articles, and conditions, therein fet forth and contain- 
_ ed, the parties may become and be a corporation and 
bedy politic in law and in fact: to have continuance by 

the name, ftyle, and title in the faid inftrument provided 
and declared. 


















ou. . GIVEN under my hand and the great feal 

Ye bd of the ftate, at Philadelphia, the thirteenth 

Ht x Seal. day of January in the year one thoufand 

xx feven hundred and ninety feven, and of 
the commonwealth the twenty-firft. 


FHOMAS MIFFLIN. 









By the Governor : 
A. F. Darras, Seeretary. 







INROLELED in the Rolls Office for the State 
of Pennfylvania, in Letter of Attorney Book, No. 6, 


: a 81, &c. 
Wirness my hand and feal of office, 
sai the 18th day of January, 1797. 


Martrurw Irwin, M, R. 
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A fhort Account of Mr. Sampson STANIPORTH ; in @ 
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Waszer. 


[Continued from page 68.] 


URING our fay in Ghent, we met twice or thrice 
a day, either for preaching , prayer, or to tel) our 
experience to each other. And God increafed our num- 
ber every day, fo that we had now fome in almoft eve- 
ry regiment. I was {till happy; but found a ftrong de- 
fire to be more holy, that I might be more happy. And 
trom this time, Rev. and dear Sir, I found my heart 
united to you, and to the people that were under your 
care, of whom brother Clements was often {peakings 
and I truly loved them whom I had not feen. Indeed 
1 confidered myfelf as a member of the fame body, and 
longed greatly to fee them. 

About this time, ! began to think of my parents and 
family. My dear mother had, from time to time, fent 
me little fupplies, either in money or fuch other things 
as fhe knew I wantéd. I now fent her a long letter, 
aking pardon of my father and her for all my pat 
difobedience, and telling them that God for Chrift’s 
fake, had forgiven me all my fins. I thanked her for 
what fhe had done for me, but defired the would not 
fend any thing more, as I knew it mutt ftraiten her, 
and | had now learnt, to “ be content with my wages.” 
This letter they could not at all underftand, and it was 
handed about trom one to another, till it came to one 
Mr. Wad/worth, a dileating minifter, who having known 
what manner of life I led before, could not _ any wile 
believe it. However, he wrote me a friendly letter, and 
fent me a bible, which was more welcome to me ‘than 
gold; as was a common-prayer-book, which my mo- 
ther fent me. A few days after, my fetter came into 
the hands of Mr. Joln Wiljox, who was then one ok, 
the chief perfons in your fociety, and much altve te 
God. He fent me a comfortable letier and a. hymn-. 
book, which much refrefhed my foul. About this time 
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you fent fome books over, which were of great fer. 
vice to us. 

On March 26, 1745, the French, taking the field be- 
fore us, opened their camp with feventy fix thoufand 
men, and above a hundred and fifty pieces of cannon.. 
We welle then ordered to march out of our quarters: 
but before we could come up, they had laid fiege to 
Tournay and had intrenched themselves up to the very 
chin.* After feveral little movements, we were all af- 
fembled on the igth of April, under the Duke of Cum- 
berignd, betng in all, befides the train of artillery, for- 
ty-fix thoufand men. 

By this time, having given way to unprofitable rea- 
foning, I loft my rapturous joy, anda kind of heavinefs 
followed: but, bleffled be God, the evidence of my 
acceptance was not interrupted. 

We then drew fo near the French, that we could 
hear their evening and morning gun. But between us 
ard them there was a wood, which we were obliged to 
cut a way through. All the pioneers were employed in 
this. On the 28th I was ordered to go and guard fome 
baggage: but on the 29th, early im the morning, the 
corporal brought me, word, “ You mutt go into the 
ranks ; for before to-morrow night we fhall have a bat- 
tle.’ When I came into the ranks, I felt fome fear: 
but as we came near the French armiyy we halted a lit- 
tle. I then ftepped out of the line, threw myfelf on the 
ground, and prayed that God would deliver me from 
all fear, and enable me to behave as a chriftian and 
good foldier. Glory be to God, he heard my cry, and 
took away all my fear. I came into the-ranks again, 
and had both peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft. By this 
time night came on. We were ordered to lie on our 
arms. Toward morning, part of the army marched 

through the pafs which we had eut through the wood. 
My dear companion and I had fweet communion toge- 
ther, having conflant and ftrong confidence in God. 
As foon as the dawn of the day appeared, we were 
ordered to advance, The columa on the right had pa‘: 
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ed through. I was in the fecond column. But all the 
toad was made almoft impaflable, which broke the head 
of our column. And in the mean time, the I'rench batte- 
ties playing upon us, did us much burt. We wheeled off, 
in order to get into the plains of Fountenoi. I had not 
marched far, till we met a horfe without his rider, and 
the lower part of his head taken off by a cannon ball. 
A little after, I faw one of the guards lie dead, and 
foon after, many more. We {till advanced and ‘drew 
up in line of battle, in the plain of Fountenoi. ‘The 
French before us were intrenched up to the neck, and 
many batteries of cannon were playing upon us. I was 
in the front rank, and the left-hand-man joining the 
Dutch. We ftood there, till the Dutch turned their backs 
and marched away. I was then left expofed to a batte- 
ry on the left, and the batteries, and {mall arms in the 
front Soon after our regiment, with fome others, were 
ordered to advance and attack the French in their 
trenches. We marched up boldly, but when we came 
clofe to the town of /ountenoi, we obferved a large bat- 
tery ready to be opened on us. And the cannon were 
loaded with oneness nails and pieces of old iron. 
We had orders t@lie down on the ground; but for al! 
that, many were wounded, and fome killed. Prefently 
after the ailchareny we rofe up, and marched to the 
firft trench, {till keeping up our fire. They gave way: 
but when we entered, batteries in the flanks were open- 
ed, which tore our regiment fo, that we were obliged 
to fall back into the rear. Yet we rallied and renew- 
ed the attatk. But it was to no purpofe. All the day 
I was in great fpirits, and as compofed in my mind, as 
if I had been hearing a fermon. I neither defired life 
nor death, but was entirely happy in God. Night com- 
ing on, the retreat was beat, and the whole army march- 
Jed away, leaving our cannon, and fick, and w sounded, 
behind .us. ‘The profane finners now received reproof, 
and promifed to become new men: and though moft 
of them foon forgot their refolutions, yet in fome there 


_was a lafting change. 


[Zo be continued. ] 
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A Narrative of the Death of the Hon. ¥r. N———t, 
Son to the late 


(Concluded from page 73.} 


¥Y bufinefs calling me away for a day or two, I 

came again on Thurfday morning pretty early. 
When I came in, I inquired of his friends how he had 
nt his time. They told me his expreffions were much 
orter than before: but what he did fpeak, feemed to 
have more horror and defpair-in it. I went to his bed- 
fide, and afked him how he did? He replied, Damned 
and loft for ever! \ told him the decrees of God were 
fecret. Perhaps he was punifhed in this life to fit him 
for a better. He anfwered, * They are not fecret to 
me, but difcovered, and are my greateft torment. My 
ee hene.is for an example to others, and an 
meif my own damnation. I wifh there was 
ee ly of gétting above God; that would be a 
pemee eine 2 Bientreated him not to give way to fo 
$a-thonght; for—Here lie interrupted me. 
s w Read we not imthe Revelations of thefe who blafphem- 
ed God becaufe of their pains? 1 amfow of that num- 
ber. O how do I envy the happinefs of Cain and Fu- 
das!” But, replied I, you are yet alive, and “do not 
feel the tormenis of thole that are in hell. He anfwer-. 
ed, “ This is either true or falfe. If it be true, how 
heavy will thofe torments be, of which I do not yet 
feel the uttermoft! But I know that it is falfe ; and that 
i now endure more»than the fpirits of the damned. For 
J] have the fame torture upon my fpirit as they have, be- 
fides thofe I endure in my body. | believe that at the 
day of judgment the torments of my. mind and body 
will both tegether be more intenfe; but as I now am, 
no fpirit in hell endures what 1 do. How gladly would 
I change my condition for heil!’’ Here he clofed his 
eyes a little and began to talk very wildly, every now 
and then groaning ‘and enafhing his teeth; but foon 


after opening his eyes, he grew ‘fenfible again and felt 
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YHE SECOND SPIRA. 11g 
his own pulfe, faying, ‘* How lazily my minutes go on! 
When will be the laft breath, the laft pulfe that fhall 
beat my {pirit out of this decayed manfion, into the 
defired regions of death and hell! O! I find it is jut 
at hand; and what fhall I fay now? Am I not afraid 
again to die? Ah, the forlorn hope of him that has 

not God to go to! Nothing to fly to for peace and com- 
fort!’? Here his fpeech failed him; we all beffeving 
him to be dying, went to prayer, which threw him ins 
to an agony: in which, though he could not fpeak, he 
turned away his face, and made what noife he could to 
hinder himfelf from hearing. Perceiving this, we gave 
over. As foon as he could fpeak, (which was not till 
fome time after) he faid, “ Tygers and monfters! are 

fe alfo become devils to torment me, by giving me a 
profpect of heaven, to make hell more intolerable ?” 
Alas! Sir, faid I, it is our defire of yourthappinefs that 
cafts us down at the throne of gra¢tt. id oat 4 
ailiftance, who elfe can give it? [fit 
mercy,, Whither muft we go for it ale 
there is the wound: God is becomesanil 
there is none fo {trong as to deliver meow 
He configns me Wer to eternal ve geance, and there 
is pone*that is able to redeem me! This cannot be: for 
I’———Here his voice failed again, and he began to 
ftruggle, and gafp for breath; which having recovered, 
with a groan fo dreadful and loud, as if it had been 
more than human, he cried out, “ O the infufferable 
pangs of hell and damnation!” and expired. 
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THOUGHTS on tHe WRITINGS 
OF 


BARON SWEDENBORG. 
By the Rev. Fobn Wofley. 
[Continued from page 76.] 


8 Ek, UALLY extraordinary is the account which 
the Baron gives of charity and faith. 

«¢ ‘When a man keeps the ten commandments, cha- 
rity follows of courfe.’ 

“‘ Charity confifts in /iving well.” 

“* Charity confilts in willing what is good.’’ 

That both thefe accounts are wrong, is certain; but 
who can reconcile one with the other ? 

“ There can be no faith in an invifible God.” 

+ Bhis is bold indeed! Was it intended to confute St. 
Paul, ng wlevof that very expreffion in defcribing 
the faith of# , He endured as feeing him that was 

invifible? of 

‘¢ Faith, in eneral, is a belief that whoever lives 
well and belicvégtight, fhall be favéd.”’ 

This definition is quite ambiguous: believing right 
may have a hundred different meanings. <And it is ut- 
terly falfe, if that expreflion means any more than “ A 
belief that God is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently feek him.” 

Rather, faith, i in gencral, is, “* A divine évidence of 
thines unfeen.” 

“ The Lord is charity and faith in man, and man is 
charity and faith in the Lord.” . 

Imake no fcruple to afirm, this is as errant nonfenfe 
as was ever pronounced by any man in bedlam. | 

g. Be this a {pecimen of the Baron’s kill in expound- 
ing the {criptures. Come we now to his memorable vi- 
fions and revelations. 

Any ferious man may obferve, that many of thefe 
are filly and childifh to the laft degree ;—that many 
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athers are amazingly odd and whimfical ; many palpa- 
bly abfurd, contrary to all found reafon: and many 
more contrary not only to particular texts, but to the 
whole tenor of {cripture, 

Thefe are interfperfed with all the doctrines which 
he delivers, in order to put them beyond all doubt. 
The grand error which we learn from his whole work, 
is, that there are not three perfons in one God. This 
flares you in the wrt almoft a every page, from the 
beginning to the end of his book. So in the very firft 
chapter 

Of Gon the Creator, 
we read, ** God is one, in effence and perfon, and Jefus 
Chrift is He.” 

“ Jefus Chrift is Father, Son, and Holy Gho/2.”’ 

“‘ Before the creation of the world, there was no 
Trinity, but is was provided and made, ‘when God was 
manifefted in the flefh, and then exified in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift.” 

“A Trinity of divine perfons exit the‘cre- 
ation of the world, is a ‘Trinity of pee) Gg 

10. But he is not content with denying the Trinity. 
He goes much farther than this. Hel’excludes all that 
believe it, from falvation, and counts it the moft damn- 
able of all herefies. 

“ The church is now in fo ruinous a ftate, that there 
are fearce any traces left of its ancient glory. And this 
has come to pafs, in confequence of their dividing the 
divine Trinity into three perfons, each of which is de- 
clared to be God and Lard. ‘This is the true fource of 
all the Atheifm in the world.” 

I believe no Arian, Socinian, or Mahometan ever 
afirmed this before. 

Again, * The Nicene and Athanafian doétrine con- 
cerning a Trinity, have given birth to a faith which 
has entirely overturned the chriftian church.” 

Nay, Bifhop Bui: has indi!putably proved, that this 
faith was delivered*io the faints, \ong before the Nicene 
council fat, and before Arhana/ius was bern. 
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Yet again. ‘ He that confirmeth himfelf in a plural- 
ity of Gods, by a plurality of perfons, becomes like a 
ftatue formed ‘with moveable joints, in the midit of 
which Satan ftands and {peaks through its mouth.” 

So all that believe the Trinity, are, according to his 
charitable fentence, poffeffed by the devil! 

11. To confound all the ‘Trinitarians at a ftroke, he 
adds this memorable relation. 

“In the fpiritual world (which lies in the midft be- 
tween heaven and hell, having heaven above and hell 
below) are climates and zones as in the natural. The 
frigid zones are the habitation of thofe firft {pirits, who 
while on earth, were lazy and indolent. Having once 
a defire to vifit them, I was carried in the fpirit to a 
region covered with fnow; (Remember! This region 
was in the other world.) It was on the fabbath-day. 
And I faw a number of men, that is, human fpirits, 
who had their heads covered with lions’ fkins, by rea- 
fon of the cold :” (or who knows, but the poor fpirits 
might have been frozen to death!) “ their bodies with 
the fkins of leopards, and their legs and feet with bear- 
fkins. I alfo obferved feveral riding in chariots, made 
in the fhape of dragons with horns. They were drawn 
by {mall horfes without tails, which ran with the im- 
petuofity of terrible, fierce beafts, They were all flock- 
ing towards a church, in which hung a tablet infcrib- 
ed, “A Divine Being, confifting of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, in effence One, but in perfons Three.” 

He has abundance of retations to the fame purpote. 
I w.ll add but one more. 

“J once faw a fpirit as lightning falling from _hea- 
ven., I atked him the reafon of it. He replied, 1 was 
caft down, becaufe I belicved that God the Father and 
God the Son are two perfons. All the angels believe 
they are but one perfon. And every word that contra- 
diéts this, caufeth in them the fame pain as if they 
fhould {nutl up fome pungent bos der into their noftrils, 
or as if one fhould bore their ears s through with an awl. 
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And every one has a place in heaven, according to his 
idea of ri 

Ono! This is a deadly miftake! Every one has a 
place in heaven, not according to his ideas, but according 
to his works. 

But notwithftanding all his new revelations, I believe, 
according to the old ong There are three that bear re- 
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Spirit ; 
and thefe three are One. 

For the term perfon I contend not. I know no better. 
If any does, let him ufe it. 


[To be continued. ] 
———— 4 SB > > ———— 


An Extra from A Svurver of the Wispom of Gop ia 
the CREATION. 


O take a view of the whole human body, let us 
begin with the lefs adorned, but more /i/id parts, 
thofe which /upport and contain the rett. Firft, you have 
a fyftem of bones, caft in a variety of moulds, in a va- 
riety of fizes: all ftrong, that they may bear up the 
machine, yet light, that they may not weigh us down: 
bored with an inward cavity to contain the moiftening 
marrow, and perforated with fine duéts, to admit the 
nourithing veflels. Infenfible themfelves, they are co- 
vered with a membrane, exquifitely fenfible, which 
warns them of, and fecures them from, the annoyance 
of any hurtful friction; and alfo preferves the mulcles 
from being fretted in "the ir action, by the hard and 
rough fubftance of the bone. ‘they are largeit at the 
extremities, that they may be joined more firmly, and 
not fo eafily diflocated. ‘he manner of their articula- 
tion is admirable, and remarkably various: yet never 
varied without ‘demonftrating fome wile di efign t, and an- 
fwering fome valuable end. Frequently when two are 
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united, the one is nicely rounded and capped with 4 
fmooth fubftance ; the other is {cooped into a hollow of 
the fame dimenfions to receive it. And both are lubri- 
cated with an unctuous fluid, to facilitate the rotation. 
The feet compofe the firmeft pedeftal, infinitely be- 
yond all that ftatuary can accomplifh, capable of alter- 
ing its form, and extending itgixe, as different circum- 
{tances require. They likewife contain a fet of the niceft 
{prings, which help to place the body in a variety of 
attitudes, and qualify it for a multiplicity of motions. 
The undermoft part of the heel, and the extremity of 
the iole, are fhod with a tough infenfible fubftance : a 
kind of natural fandal, w hich never wears out, never 
wants repair: and which prevents an undue comprefli- 
on of the veflels by the weight of the body. The /egs 
and thighs are like ftately columns, {fo articu’-ted that 
they are commodious for walking, and yet do not ob- 
ftruét the eafy pofture of fitting. The legs fwell out 
towards the top with a genteel projection, and are neat- 
ly wrought off toward the bottom: a variation which 
leffens their bulk, while it increafes their beauty. 
_ The ribs, turned into a regular arch, are gently 
moveable, for the act of refpiration. They form a fafe 
jodgment for the lungs and heart, fome of the moft 
important organs of life. The back-bone is defigned, 
not only to itrengthen the body, and fuftain its mot 
capacious ftore-rooms, but alfo to bring down the con- 
tinuation of the brain, ufually termed the /pina/ marrow. 
lt both conveys and guards this flver cord, as Solomon 
terms it, and by commodious outlets tranfmits it to all 
parts. — ‘Hag it been only firaight and hollow, it might 
have*ferved theie purpofes. But then the loins mutt 
have eo | infie xible : : to avoid which, it confifts of ve- 
ry fhort bones, knit together by cartilages. This pecu- 
liarity of ft rudure gives it the pliancy of an ofier, with 
the frmnefs of an oak. By this means it is capable of 
various critangten without bruifing the foft marrow, 
or diminifhing that flren sth which is neceflary to fup- 
port all the upper ftories. Such a formation in any, 
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other of the folids, mu‘t have occafioned great incon- 
venience. Here it is unfpeakably ufeful, a mafter-piece 
of creating fkill. 

The arms are exactly proportioned to each other, to 
preferve the equilibrium of the ftruéture. Thefe being 
the guards that defend, and the minifters that ferve the 
Ww hole body, are fitted fg@gthe moft diverfified and ex- 
tenfive operations; firm’ with bone, yet not weighty 
with flefh, and capable of performing all ufeful motions. 
‘They bend inwards and turn outwards; they move 
upw ard or downward. ‘They wheel about in whatever 
direction we pleafe. To thefe are added.the hands, ter- 
minated by the fingers, not of the fame length, nor of 
equal bignefs, but in both refpects different, which 
gives the more beauty, and far greater ufefulneds. 
Were they all fleth, they would be weak: were they 

ne entire bone, they would be utterly inflexibie; but 
coniifting of various little bones and mufcles, what 
fhape can they not aflume? Beirz placed at the end 
of the arm, the fphere of their action is exceedingly 
enlarged. ‘Their extremities are an aflemblage of fine 
tendinous fibres, acutely fenfible: which, notwithftand- 
ing, are deftined to almott inceflant employ, and fre- 
quently among rugged objects. For this reafon they 
are overlaid with nails, which preferve them from an 
painful impreflions. 

In the hand we have a cafe of the fineit inftruments. 
To thefe we owe thofe beautiful ftatues, this melodious 
trumpet. By the ftrength of the hand the talleft firs 
fall, and the largeit oaks defcend from the mountains. 
Fathioned by the hand, they are a floating warehoule, 
and carry the productions of art and nature from nati- 
on to nation. 

The hand is the original and univerfal fee pire, w hich 
not only reprefents, but afcertains our dominion over 
all the elements and over every creature. Though we 
have not the ftrength of the horfe, the {wiftnefs of the 
greyhound, or the quick {cent of the fpaniel, vet di- 
rected by the underitanding, and enabled by ihe hand, 





126 THE WISDOM OF GOD 


we can as it were make them all out own. Thefe fhort 
hands have found a way to penetrate the bowels of the 
earth, to touch the bottom of the fea. Thefe feeble 
hands can manage the wings of the wind, arm them- 
felves with the violence of fire, and prefs into their 
fervice the forcible impetuofity of water. How greatly 
then are we indebted to our #ife Creator, for this dif- 
tinguifhing, this invaluable member? 

Above all is the sead, for the refidence of the brain, 
ample to receive, and firm to defend it. It has a com- 
munication with all, even the remoteft parts ; has out- 
lets, for difpatching couriers to all quarters, and ave- 
nues for receiving {peedy intelligence, on all needful 
occafions. It has lodgments wherein to poft fentinels, 
for various offices: to expedite whofe operations the 
whole turns on a curious pivot, nicely contrived to af- 
ford the largeft and freeft circumvolutions. 

This is fereened from heat, defend®d from cold, and, 
at the fame time, beautified by the Aair ; a decoration 
fo delicate, as no art can fupply, fo perfectly light, as 
no way to encumber the wearer. 

While other animals are prone in their afpect, the 
attitude of man is erecf, which is by far the moft grace- 
ful, an dl befpeaks fuperiority. It is by far the moft 
commodious, for profecution of all our extenfive de- 
figns. It is Ehewile fafelt, lefs expofed to dangers, and 
beiter contrived to repel or avoid them. Does it not 
alfo remind us of our noble original, and our fublime 
end? Our original, which was ‘the breath of the Al- 
mighty : our end; which was the enjoyment of him in 

lory f 

‘thus much for the rafiers and beams of the houfe. 
Let us now furvey the lodgings within. Here are diga- 
ments, a2 tough and ftrong arrangement of fibres, to 
unite the feveral parts, and render what would other- 

'e be an unwelldy juin nies , a well compacted and fell- 

rn nagaiene fyftem: membranes, thin and flexile tuni- 
to enwrap the flethy seas to daca fome, and 
feparation between ethers; arterics, the rivers 
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of our little world, that ftriking out as they go, into 
numberlefs {mall canals, vilit every ftreet, yea, every 
apartment in the vital city. Thefe being wide at firft, 
and growing narrower and narrower, check the rapi- 
dity of the blood. This thrown from the heart, dilates 
the arteries, and their own elaftic force contracts them : 
by which means they ate again{t the finger, and 

much affift both in the very and cure of difeafes. 
The larger arteries, wherever the blood is forced to 
bend, are fituate on the bending fide ; lett being tiretch- 
ed to an improper length, the ‘circulation fhould be ree 
tarded. They are not, like feveral of the veins, near 
the furface, but placed at a proper depth. And hereby 
they are more fecure from external injuries. In thole 
parts which are moit liable to preflure, an admirable 
expedient takes place. ‘The arteries inofculaie with each 
other; breaking into a new track, they fetch a little 
circuit, and afterwards return into the main road. So 
that if any thing block up or {traiten the direct paflage, 
the current by diverting to this new channel, eludes the 
impediment, flows on, and foon regains its wonted 
courfe. 

The veins receive the blood from the arteries, and 
re-convey it to the heart. ‘The preflure of the blood is 
not near fo forcible in thefe as.in the arteries. ‘lhere- 
fore their texture is confiderably flighter. Such an €x- 
act ceconomift is Nature, amidit all her liberal! ty! In 
many of thefe canals, the current, though widestall 
continually, is obliged to pufh its way againft the per- 
pendicular : hereby it is expofed to she danger of fall- 
ing back and overloading the veticls. To prevent this, 
valves are interpofed at proper diftances, which are no 
hinderance to the regular paflage, but prevent the re- 
flux, and facilitate the paflage ot F the blood to the grand 
receptacle. But thefe valvcs are only where the blood 
is conftrained to climb: where the afcent ceales, they 
ceafe alfo. 


Here are g/ands to filtrate the palling fluids, each of 
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feeming confufion, but with perfect regularity. Eacti 
forms a fecretion far more curious than the moft ad- 
mired operations of chymiltry : mu/cles, compofed of 
the fineft fibres, yet endued with incredible ftrength, 
fathioned afier a variety of patterns, but all in the high- 
eft tafte for elegance and conveniency. Thefe are the 
inftruments of motion, and e command of the will, 
execute their functions quic lightning: nerves, fat 
prifingly minute, which fet the muicles at work, dif- 
fufe the power of fenfation through the body, and up- 
on any impreffion from without, give all needful intel- 
ligence to the foul: veficles, diftended with an unétious 
matter, in fome places compofe a foft cufhion; as in 
the calf of the leg, whofe large mufcles, mixed with 
at, are of fingular fervice to thofe important bones. 
This flanks and fortifies them, like a ftrong baftion ; 
fupports and cherifhes them, like a foft pillow. In other 
places they fill up the vacuities, and {mooth the ine- 
qualities of the flefh. Inwardly, they fupply the ma- 
chine for motion ; outwardly, they render it fmooth 
and graceful. 


[To be continued. } 
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Confefs th’ Almighty juft, 


And where you can’t unriddle, learn to truft. 





PARNELL. 


HE following extraordinary circumftance, which 


Langbolia, £ ‘Uh dale. 


A young w6man, about twenty years of age, dream- 
ed on Noventbere3, 1781, that a certain woman, com- 
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may be depended upon as an abfolute faét, hap- 
pened at Windy-Hill, in the parifh of Cannoby, near 
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monly reported to be a witch, whom fhe faw the pre- 
ceding day, in a houfe in the neighbourhood, was to 
have power over her for the {pace of twenty weeks; at 
the expiration of which time, fhe was either to die or 
be releafed.* Next morning fhe caufed her brother to 
mark down the day of the month, and the number of 
weeks, on a piece of paggr, without telling him her rea- 
fon for doing fo, and Tag it up in her cheft. The ve 
next day fhe became fubject to ftrange conv uiGon-fit, 
which frequently returned on her ; and the nearer the 
came to the conclufion of the,weeks, the more fhe was 
tormented with excruciating pain. Before fhe fell into 
the fits, fhe knew precifely when they were to come 
on, and how long they were to continue, and was ne- 
ver miftaken in the time aiingle manure. She conceal- 
ed the matter from her friends, till at leaft fourteen of 
the weeks were elapfed, locking herielf up in a room, 
and throwing herfelf oon the bed till the fit went off ; 
but after that time they became fo violent, that fhe 
durft not venture herfelf alone any longer, but com- 
municated the matter to fome of her friends, who kept 
it private for two or three days; when fhe grew fo ill 
that it could no longer be kept a fecret. What was ve- 
ry {trange, not one of the fits refembled another, dur- 
ing the lait fix weeks. Every joint of her body was 
feverely twilted, and furprifingly contracted ; her right 
fide frequently fwelied, nearly as large as one’s head, 
in half a minute, and fell away as quickly : her bowe Is 
were then drawn up together to her breatt, and her 
heart rofe feemingly to the lower end of her nec k, fo 
that one might have put in his hand where her bowels 
ufed to lie and felt her back bone. 

The moft noted furgeons could not form the leaft 
judgment of her difeafe, and they declined giving her 
any medicines. Six weeks before her deliverance e, fhe 
was fitting alone in a room, fewing, and, being rather 
wearied, ha tving put on a large coal fire and extinguith- 
ed the candle, thre w hertelf back ou the bed for a thort 
time; and when the arofe, fhe faw-a perfon in tie ap- 
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pearance of a man ftanding before the fire; fhe thought 
it had been a lad who had come in foftly, and firit 
named one and then another: fhe was furprifed when 
nothing anfwered, and recollecting that the door was 
hard bolted, cried out, “ Lord preferve me! do you 
intend to afright me out of my wits!” The perfon in- 
ftantly vanifhed out of her fighit} In time of the fits the 
fhrieked molt exceedingly, an@ cried moit bitterly on 
her tormentor: fhe thought that fhe faw her often in 
the room, and to convince thofe about her of the truth 
of her affertion, fhe defired them to liften, and they 
would hear the latch of the door lift up when fhe came 
in ; and at another time, that they would hear a knock; 

both which were really heard, but no perfon feen, ex- 
cept by herfelf. When the was able to fpeak, the could 
tell what o’clock it was though both blind and deaf. 
When fhe was at the very worft, the faid, that her tor- 
mentor promiféd if fhe would follow het advice, fhe 
would inftantly relieve her out of her trouble, and that 
fhe would never want for gold; but at the fame time 
fhe thought fhe heard a voice which faid, ‘* Put truft 
in Chrift, and all the powers of hell fhall never prevail 
again{t thee.” 

[To be continued. ] 


point cl I Isic 
Some Account of the late Dr. Dopp. 


I. Have been frequently defired to give fome ae 

if count of the converiations I had with Dr. Dodd. 
I could have done this more accurately fome years ago, 
when they were frefh ia my memory. However, I will 
now fet down what I can recollect. And it may ‘eaitile 
many, who love to think for themfelves, to form an 
imparual judgment of one that has been fo varioutly 
reprefented, 


a, ny —@ ow oe sy 


— 








ot ee )  Picuccaaalie 


SOME ACCOUNT OF DR. DODD. | 13! 


2. I had no knowledge of Dr. Dodd, till he told that 
excellent woman, Mrs. Lef-vre, that ** he was going to 
publifh fomething again{t Mr. Wefley.”” She advifed him 
to fend it to me firft. He did fo, and was fo far, at 
leaft, fatisfied with my anfwer, that his treatife againft 
chriftian perfection neverfaw the light. This was about 
thirty years ago. And here our intercourfe ended, 
which indeed was very flight, as | had never feen him, 
either in private or public. 

3- When he was imprifoned, he fent to me, defiring 
to fee me. But I was not willing to go, fuppofing he 
only wanted me to intercede for him with great men ; 
which I judged would be loft labour. He fent a fecond 
time, but I did not go. The gendarian who brought 
the third meflage, told me plainly, “ Sir, I will not 
go without you.”” I then went with him to Wood-{treet- 
Compter, where the doctor then was. The keeper (an 
extremely well-behaved man ) told me, ** Sir, of all the 
prifoners that have been in this place, I have not feen 
fuch a one as Dr. Dodd. | could truft him in any part 
of the houfe. Nay, he has gained the affection of even 
thefe wretches, my turn-keys.”” When I came into his 
room, and fat down by his ‘bed-fide (for he had then a 
fever) we were both of us filent for fome time ; till he 
began, “Sir, 1 have long defired to fee you. But I 
little thought our firft interview would be in fuch a 
place as this.” I replied, ** Sir, I am perfuader d God 
faw this was the beft, if not the only way oi bringing 
vou to himfelf. And J truft it will have that | happy ef. 
lect.”” He faid earneltly, “‘ God grant it mav! God 
srant it may!’’ We converfed about an hour: but I 
was agreeably difappointed. He fpoke of nothing but 
his own foul, and appeared to regard nothing in com- 
parifon of it. So that I went away far better fatisfied 
than | came. 

4. A few days after, I faw him again, the day be- 
fore he was removed to Newgate, in order to his trial, 
h ich was to be the day following. I then ftayed + ut 

‘bout half an hour. J found him in the fame temper as 
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before, aflccted as one in fuch circumflances ought to 
Be ; but withal, calm and compoted. I afked, * Sir, 
do not you find it dithcult to preferve your recollection 
amidft ali thefe lawyers and witnefles :’? He anfwered, 
“¢ Tt is dificult. But+l have one fure hold, Lord, not 
as will, but as thou wilt.” 

. Bein; ge obliged to take a Tong journey I did noi 
fee a avain, till after he had loft the hope of life, 
the ati which had been referred to the twelve 
juce , having been confirmed by them. He was now 
in N. wyate. Entering into that houfe of woe, I was 
utterly (urprifed : it was as quiet and {till as a college 
in the univerfity: it feemed as if even the felons were 
unwilling to difturb him. We converfed about an hour; 
but had not one word about any but yen things. 
I found his mind {till quiet and compofed ; forrowing, 
but not without hope. And I could not but oblerve, 
that all theie times, he never blamed any one, but 
himfelf. He did not appear to have the leat touch of 
refentment to any man, receiving every thing as at the 
nee ot God. 

» On Wednefday (two days before his death ) I paid 
a one vifit more. As we were talking, Mrs. Dodd 
came in; but when fhe came near him, fhe funk down. 
He catched her in his arms, and carr fed her toa chair; 
but had fuch a command over himfelf, that his eyes 
only ipoke, though without tears, being afraid of add- 
ing to her di ftrefs. 1 now told him, “ Sir, 1 think you 
do not afk enough, or expect enough from God your 
Saviour. The prefent blefling you may expect from ‘him 
is, to be filled ‘with all joy, as well as peace in believ- 
ing.” “QO fir, { aid he, itis not for fuch a finner as mie, 
to expect any joy in this world. The utmoft I can de- 
fire is peace: and, through the merey of God, that I 

have.” We then ipent a “Tittle time in prayer, and | 
folemnly commended him to God. 
7. On Friday morning, all the prifoners were ga- 
thered together, when he came down into the court. 
He feemed entirely compofed. But when he obierved 
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moft of them lifting up their hands, praying for him, 
blefling him and weeping aloud, he was melted down, | 
burit into tears too, and prayed God to blefs them 

all. When he came out of the gate, an innumerable 
multitude were waiting, many of whom feemed ready 

to infult him. But the moment they faw him, their y 
hearts were changed, amd they began to blefs him and 
pray for him too. A clergyman (Mr. P.) being defir- 
ous to fee the laft of him, pretled on, though with 
much difficulty and danger, and kept near him quite 
to the place of execution. One of his fellow- prifoners ? 
feemed to be in utter defpair. Dr. Dodd forgetting him- fe 
felf, laboured to comfort him, and ftrongly applied the 
promifes. After fome time {pent in prayer, he pulled 
his cap over his eyes, and finking down, feemed to 
die ina moment. | make no doubt, but in that mo- 
ment the angels were ready to carry him into Abra- 
ham’s bofom. 
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A Tuoveurr on the Manner of educating Children. 


I. Gentleman with whom I was converfing awhile 

4% ago, was {peaking largely on the manner of 
educating children. He objected ftron gly to the bring- 
ine them up too ftricly, to the giving them more of 
religion than they lik ced; to the ‘tellin. them of it too 
often, or prefling it upon them whether they will or 
no. He faid, he never preffed it upon his own children, 
but only (poke of it occafionally in their hearing ; and 
if they appeared affected ; then anfwered their quefti- 
ons, or perhaps {poke to them directly. He thourht 
that the common methods that are ufed in thofe that 
are called religious fchools, of talking about divine 
things continually, and daily prefling it, upon children 
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did abundantly more harm than good ; efpecially if any 
feverity were ufed: and concluded with faying, that 
thofe children who had been trained up in this manner, 
as foon as the reftraint was taken off, were commonly 
worfe than others. 

2. As all this was perfe€tly new to me, I made little 
aniwer for the prefent: but it put me upon much 
thought! I knew it was quite agreeable to the fenti- 
ments of Roufleau, in his Emilius, the moft empty, 
filly, injudicious thing, that ever a felf-conceited infi- 
del wrote. But I knew it was quite contrary to the 
judgment of the wifeft and beft men I have known. I 
thought, if thefe things are fo, how much mifchief have 
we done unawares? How much hurt has Mifs Bofanquet 
(now Mrs. Fletcher) been doing in the world for many 
years? How much more have the Mifs Owens done, 
ipoiling twenty children at a time? How much mil- 
chief is Mifs Bifhop likely to do? Perhaps more than 
even Mifs Owen / Above all, how much mifchief has 
been done, and is now doing at Kingswood? where (if 
this hypothefis be true) we are continually ruining fif- 
ty children at a time! 

2. * But be this as it may, I urge the matter of fa@ 
apaintt fuch an education. The children educated thus, 
are, when grown up, actually worfe than other men 
or women.” I doubt the faét: nay, that is not enough: 
} totally deny it. As frequently as this has been afliirm- 
ed, it is not torioufly falie. Some few, and very few of 
thofe women, that were brought up by Milfs Bofanquet 
or Milfs Owen, either never were converted to God 
(perhaps never convinced of fin) or have made fhipwreck 
of the faith, and, at the fame time, of its attendant, 2 
good confcience. And undoubtedly thefe would be worfe 
than others, than thofe who had not fo grieved the 
Holy Spirit of God. The fame may be faid of fome of 
thole men that were educated at Kinesqwood {chool. if 
they quenched the fpirit, they would be wo ey than 
thole that never were ‘partakers of it. But this proves 
nothing, unlefs it were a genera! cafe, which is io by 
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any means true. Many, both of the women who were 
educated by Mifs Bufanquet or Milfs Owen, and of the 
men who were educated at Kingswood, are holy in heart 
and in life, and I truft they thal praife God to all eter- 
nity, that ever they faw thofe fchools. 

4. Yet I allow that what is commonly called a reli- 
gious education, frequently does more hurt than good: 
and that many of the perfons who were fo educated, 
are finners above other men; yea, and have contraéted 
an enmity to religion, which ufually continues all their 
lives. And this will paturally be the cafe, if either the 
religion wherein they are initructed, or the manner of 
inftructing them be wrong. But in molt of thofe that 
are termed religious fchools, there is a grand error ei- 
ther in the former-or the latter inftance. 

s. With regard to the former, how few are there of 
thofe that undertake the education of children, who 
underf{tand the nature of religion: who know what true 
religion is? Some of them fuppofing it to be barely the 
doing no harm, the abitaining from outward fin: fome, 
the ufing the means of grace, faying our prayers, read- 
ing good books, and the like; and ’ others, the having 
a train of right opinions, w hich is vul; garly called faith. 
But all thefe, however common in the world, are crols 
and capital errors. Unlefs religion be defcribed as con- 
fifting in holy tempers, in the love of God and our 
neighbour, in humility, gentleneis, patience, long- 
fuffering, contentednefs in every condition ; to fum up 
all, in the image of God, in the mind that was in 
Chrift: it is no wonder if thefe that are inftructed 
therein are not better, but worfe than other men. For 
they think they have religion, when indeed they have 
none at all, and fo add pride to all their other vi. «s. 

6. But fuppofe thofe that educate them judge dali 
with regard to the nature of religion, they may {till be 

miftaken with regard to the manner of inflilling it into 
children, They may not have the {pirit of gov ernment, 
to which fome, even good men, are utter ftrangers. 
Yhey may habitually lean to this or that extreme, of 
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remifinefs or of feverity. And if they either give chil. 
dren too much of their own will, or needlefsly and 
churlifhly reftrain them ; if they either ufe no punith- 
ment at all, or more than is neccflary, the leanin * ej. 
ther to one extreme or the other, may fruftrate all 
their pai ee ws In the latter cafe, it will not be 
ftrange, if religion {tink in the noftrils of thofe that 
were fo educated. They will naturally look upon it as 
an aultere, melancholy thing ; and if they think it ne- 
cellary to falvation, they will efteem it a neceflary 
evil, and fo put it off as ‘long r as poflible. 

7. But does it follow, that we ought not to inttil 
true religion into the minds of children as early as pof- 
fible? Or rather that we fhould do. it, with all dili- 
gence, from the very time that reafon dawns? Laying 
line upon line, precept upon precept, as foon and 
faft as they are able to bear it? By all means. Scrip- 
ture, reafon, and experience jointly teftify, that inaf- 
much as the corruption of nature is earlier than our 
initructions can be, we fhould take all pains and care, 
to counter-act this corruption, as early as poflible. The 
bias of nature is fet the wrong way: education is de- 
figned to fet it right. This, by the grace of God, is to 
turn the bias from felf-wi! H, pride, anger, revenge, and 
the love of the world, to refignation, lowlineis, meek- 
neis, and the love of God. And Facats the moment we 
perceive any of thofe evil roots {pringing up, it is our 
buiinels immediately to check their growth, if we can- 
not yet root them out. As far as this can be done by 
mildnefs, foftneis, and gentlenefs, certainly it fhould 
be done. But fometimes thefe methods will not avail, 
and then we muft correct with kind feverity. For 
where tendernefs will not remove the fault, He that 
Jpareth the rod, fpoileth the child. ‘To deny this, is to 
give the lie to the God of truth, and to fuppofe we 

can govern better than him. For whom the Lord loveth 
he chaf penetl, and fcourgeih every fon whom he receiveth. 

8. In the name of God then, and by the a authority 
of his word, Ict all that have childres , from the time 
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they begin to fpeak or run alone, begin to train them 
up in the way wherein they fhould go: to counter- 
work the corruption of their nature with all poffible 
afliduity : to do every thing in their power to cure their 
felf-will, pride, and every other wrong temper. Then 
let them be delivered to inftructors (if fuch can be 
found) that will tread in the fame fteps; that will 
watch over them as immortal {pirits, who are fhortly to 
appear before God, and who have nothing to do in 
this world, but to prepare to meet him in the clouds, 
feeing they will be eternally happy, if they are ready ; 
if not, eternally miferable. 

J. W. 
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Letters. 


LETTER VIII. 
[From Mifs P. T. to the Rev. Mr. Wefley.] 


Dublin, Nov. 28, 1764. 














Rey. Sir, 


HE moft miferable and guilty of all the human 
race, who knew you when fhe thought hericlf 

one of the happieft, may be afhamed to write, or {peak 
to you in her prefent condition. But the defperate mi- 
fery of my ftate, makes me attempt any thing that may 
be a means of removing it. And though unreafonable 
as the requeft may feem, yet knowing your and your 
people’s love for the bodies and fouls of all; I hope 
you will pity my milery, and comply with it: which, 
if it has the defired effect, will give great fatisfaction to 
you and them. The requeft is, that you, dear fir, and 
luch of your happy people who meet in band, and ever 
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heard the name of that miferable wretch, P. T. would 
join in fafting and prayer on Tuefday, the day on 
which I was born, That the Lord would have mercy 
on me, and deliver me from the power of the devil: 
from the moft uncommon blafphemies, and the expec- 
tation of hell which I labour under; without power to 
pray, or hope for mercy. May be the Lord may change 
my ftate, and have mercy on me; for the fake of his 
people’s prayer. Indeed I cannot pray for myfelf; and 
if 1 could, I have no hopes of being heard. Neverthe- 
lefs, he, feeing his people afflicted for me, may, on 
that account, deliver me from the power of the devil, 
and give me life and grace to refift all evil. O what a 
hell have I upon earth! I would not, by any means, 
charge God foolifhly ; for he has been very merciful 
to me: but I brought all this evil on myfelf by fin, and 
. by not making a right ufe of his mercy. Pray continu- 
ally for me; for the prayer of faith will fhut and open 
heaven. It may be a means of my deliverance, which 
will be one of the greateft miracles of mercy ever 
known: and will lay under the greateft obligations 



















Your unworthy fervant, 
, i 
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| From Mr. J. Morgan, to the Rev. Mr. Wefley. } 






Cork, Dec. 23, 1764. 
Rev. Sir, 
gg 1ed to you in a Letter fome time fince, the 

lifs fT ; who had entered, 

1 may iay, into the very dominion of defpair. Advice 

was loft upon her: for prayer, fhe had not the leaft 

relith. Her groans and fighs were enough to affect 
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the moft unfeeling breaft. The cafe of her mother, 
who was a nightly, as well as a daily wimels of it all, 
was deeply diftreffing. At length fhe removed her to 
Dublin, and by the advice of friends, fent her to Swift’s 
hofpital, where fhe remained equally wretched. 

At length a gleam of hope fprang up in her foul. 
She fent her mother a note, to requeft of me to appoint 
a day of fafling and prayer, in her behalf. Her mother 
wrote to me immediately: I appointed the day, and 
defired our brethren at Limerick to meet us at the 
throne of grace. Accordingly we met on Tuefday the 
1ith, and again on Tuefday the 18th inftant: both of 
which times were, I believe, fingularly profitable to all 
who attended. And furely our God heareth prayer! 
I received a letter this morning concerning her, as fol- 
lows : 

“« Dear brother, I have juft time to inform you of 
the mercy of God to Mifs T . She was brought 
from Swift’s hofpital on Sunday evening, and on Tuel- 
day night, the 18th inftant, about ten o’clock, fhe was 
in the utmoft diftrefs, She thought fhe faw Chrift and 
fatan fighting for her: and that the heard Chrift jay, I 
will have her. In a moment hope fprang up in her 
heart ; the promifes of God fiowed in upon her. She 
cried out, ** lam taken from hell to heaven!’ She 
now declares fhe could not teil whether fhe was in the 
body or out of it, She is much tempted; but in her 
right mind, enjoying a fenfe of the mercy of God. 
She remembers all that is paft, and Knows it was a pu- 
nifhment for her fins.” 

Surely this hath God wrought ! Such mercies ousht 
to be had in remembrance: they loudly declare the 
goodnefs of the Lord, and his wondertul works to the 
children of men. 


Iam, your’s, &c. 


]. MORGAN. 
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LETTER X. 
[From Nathaniel Gilbert, Efg. to the Rev. Mr. Wefley.} 


Antigua, July 22, 1765. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


LTHOUGH not many wife men after the fleth, 

% not many mighty, not many noble are called ; 
yet there are fome. In this number I may reckon Rear 
Admiral 'T ll, who at prefent commands on this 
ftation. His call is the more wonderful, not only on 
account of his rank, but alfo as he is a great mathema- 
tician, and has {pent a good part of his life on board 
fhips of war ; which I look upon to be emblems of hell, 
if there be any emblems of it upon earth. How graci- 
ous hath the Lord been to me, in raifing me up a friend 
in this place! He had formerly lived a diflolute life ; 
but the Lord, fome years ago, made ufe of Barclay’s 
Apology as the means of awakening him. He command- 
ed his majefty’s fhip Buckingham, of feventy guns, in 
1758, when he had an engagement with the Floriflant, 
of feventy-four guns, and a frigate; in which he loft 
three fingers of his right hand, But he fays, that 
though his pain was as violent as if his hand had been 
held in boiling oil, yet he could not help praifing God 
in the midit of it. He will not allow that he received 
remiffion of fins till very lately, yet he fays, he has of- 
ten felt fuch joys, that if they had continued, nature 
muft have funk under them without extraordinary fup- 
ports. 

I would inclofe you his notes and letters to me, but 
that they will fwell the poftage too high; therefore I 
content “myfelf with fending you fome extracts from 
them. What furprifes me is, that when he was in Eng- 
land, he mentioned his fate to Mr. Law, who told 
him it was all delufion. He expects to receive orders 
fome time next year, to return to E ngland the {pring 
following: and if he fhould arrive there in your life 
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time, he will defire to be acquainted with you. As he 
had but little afliftance from men or books, and | have 
too little experience myfelf, to be of much fervice to. 
him, he will probably have many queftions to propofe, 
which may take up more of your time than you ufually 
give to one perfon at once. We are ufually together 
once in two or three weeks, and always join in prayer 
before we part. He has entirely laid afide mathema- 
tics, and devotes all the time he can {pare from bufi- 
nefs, to religion. 

| might well take fhame to myfelf, that with the fu- 
perior advantages I have enjoyed, he fhould outitrip 
me fo greatly: but this is verified in regard to us, as 
well as to many others, the firft fhall be laft, and the 
lait firft. God only knows when I fhall be able to in- 
form you, that my wife and myfelf have found peace ; 
but it is a great mercy that we have been kept trom 
falling off wholly. I {till hope that the Lord has good 
things in ftore for us. I ufually meet the little fociety 
twice a week, and {peak to them as Iam able. A free 
negro-woman found peace lately. A mulatto-woman, 
who received the blefling before my brother went away, 
appears to me to be a perfon of great grace. My negro- 
woman, Befly, whom you baptifed at Wandfworth, 
has been kept ever fince; and is {till able to rejoice in 
God. |} flatter myfelf, that you fometimes remember 
me and mine in your addrefles to the throne of grace. 
May the Lord preferve and keep you, as he hath hi- 
therto done, and may he grant, that the afflictions you 
meet with may work out for you a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory ! ‘Lam, Rev. and dear Sir, 
your affectionate fon in the gofpel, 


NATHANIEL GILBERT. 





LETTERS, 
LETTER XI. 


[From Mifs M. Dale, to the Rev. Mr. Wefley.} 


June 18, 1765. 


Rev. Sir, 


OW reviving is the thought, that I need not me 
nor doubt any more! O that I may be, a 

to his all-fufficient grace. At prefent, all my defires 
are unto him, and to the remembrance of his name, 
and I can truft for the future. Chrift is mine, and 1 
am fatisfied with my portion. I want nothing befide, 
but more of what he delights to beftow: to drink deep- 
er into his Spirit, who was meek and lowly of heart. 
My thoughts, indeed, wander after things infignificant 
and trifling, and interrupt thoughts that would be pro- 
fitable. I want power to check them immediately. O 
that every thought was brought into obedience to 
Chrift! Surely he who fpared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, fhall with him freely give 
us all things. [ cannot doubt his willingnefs. O who 
would not love fuch a Saviour as this! 

I find continually free accefs to the throne of grace. 
O God, how good art thou to me who am fo unwor- 
thy of the leaft of thy mercies! I often wonder why 
he beftows his love on me! I am always happy in 
him, but not equally fo; yet for this month or fix 
weeks [| have experienced more equality, excepting for 
a day or two. 

May our good God blefs you, dear gli which is the 
‘prayer of your affectionate daughter 


MARGARET DALE. 
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Poetry. 


To a FRIEND. 


[By E. C.] 


OW hard it is to find a friend, 

In whom we always can depend! 
Sometimes we think this friend is got, 
Till trial proves we have him not. 
Many, to ferve fome felfifh ends, 
Declare and vow they are your friends ; 
But foon as ferving felf is o’er, 

Behold, they are your friends no more. 
Others will act a part more bafe, 
Always be friendly to your face ; 

You turn your back—then they your name 
Expofe to obloquy and fhame. 

Apparent friendfhip others fhow, 

To find out all that you may know ; 
Your fecrets thus are pumped out, 

And then are handed all about.— 
Thofe who of others tell you much, 

My counfel is, beware of fuch : 
Something to tell of all they know! 

As freely they will {peak of you. 

A faithful friend I highly prize, 

A treach’rous one I do defpile. 

All in fufpenfe, I afk around, 

Where can a real friend be found ? 
Whene’er difpos’d a friend to truft, 

Be always fure to prove him firft ; 

And when he’s try’d then treat him kind— 
A faithful friend is hard to find. 








POETRY. 
A SHORT HYMN. 


Rev. iii. 18. J counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, Se. 






LL things that I may clearly fee, 
The Spirit which proceeds from thee, 
The un¢tion I implore : 
O might I now the blefling gain, 
The fight of thee, my Lord, seu 
And never lofe it more. 













Jefus, thy promis’d Spirit impart, 

To cure the blindnefs of my heart, 
Mine unbelief to chafe ; 

That I thine open face may fee, 

And fpend a bleft eternity, 

In extafies of praife. 










On the Death of the Rev. Mr. Norcvrr, Minifter at 
Ipfwich, aged 84, who died Fuly 17, 1756. 









F temper heav’nly, and of foul fincere, 
In converfe pleafing, and in conduct clear ; 

For facred truth as fteady as the pole, 

For candour mild as ftars that round it roll : 

In all a paftor’s various work approv’d, 

Blefling more bleft, and loving more belov’d ; 

With ev’ry gentle, focial virtue drefs’d, 

Of f{miling patience ev’n in death poflefs’d : 

All this was Notcurt’s praife ; then think how high, 

How bright his manfion in th’ empyreal fky ! 


























